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forth this view in so hopeful a light. He writes for seekers 

after a better order of society and carries the sympathies of the 

reader with him, if he does not win his conclusions. The book 

would make a helpful outline for a more extended review of 

the Revolution by those who wish to read the story again from 

a new point of view. 

John F. Crowell. 

Trinity College, N. C. 



The English Constitution. By Emile Boutmv. Translated by 
Isabel M. Eaton, with an Introduction by Sir Frederick Pol- 
lock. Pp., xvii, 212. London and New York : Macmillan & Co., 
1891. 

Studies in Constitutional Law. France — England— United 
States.* By Emilk Boutmy. Translated by E. M. Dicey, with an 
Introduction by A. V. Dicey. Pp. xiv, 183. London and New 
York : Macmillan & Co., 1891. 

The first of these works treats of the development and growth 
of the English Constitution since the Norman Conquest, and 
its scope may best be understood from the titles ot some of the 
representative chapters, such as : The Higher Baronage and 
the Peerage ; The Knights and the Burgesses — The Decay of 
the Feudal System; Colonization, Commerce and Industry 
before the Eighteenth Century ; The Country Gentlemen ; 
The Agricultural Laborer ; and so on. There are chapters, 
though few in number, devoted to more strictly constitutional 
and legal subjects, but in the main this is an economic study ot 
the English Constitution and an investigation into the position 
occupied by the various classes of society during the last eight 
hundred years. Such a method has its advantage and its 
weakness. By concentrating our attention upon one or two 
lines M. Boutmy has, perhaps, brought out these features 
of the English Constitution more clearly than has any other 
writer in so few pages. But as a general view of the subject, 
even though a distant bird's-eye view, there are many defects, 
prominent among which are the minor attention given to the 
history of Parliament and the inadequate treatment of the ori- 
gin and growth of the English judicial system. For this and 
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other reasons this is not a book to put into the hands of the 
general reader; a false notion of the perspective of English 
constitutional development will be obtained, and, what is of 
more importance, the relative influences of the factors that 
have contributed to the growth of popular government will be 
missed altogether. The teacher and the advanced student 
however, will find much in it that is suggestive, but it needs 
constandy to be supplemented and corrected by reference to 
other writers. In spite, therefore, of its short-comings M. 
Boutmy's essay is of no small value to those who read it 
critically. 

The studies in constitutional law are more satisfactory ; in 
these the author has sought, first, to sketch broadly the sources 
and present workings of the Constitutions of England and the 
United States, and in his third essay to discuss the subject of 
sovereignty and constitution-making in these two countries 
and in France ; in all three chapters the clear, logical, system- 
atic French mind suggests points of view which doubtless had 
not before occurred to us, and renders us in many places a real 
service. The chapter on the United States has a special inter- 
est for Americans ; in this M. Boutmy astonishes us, both by 
his acute penetration into some of the subtleties of our con- 
stitution, and also by occasional misapprehension or misinfor- 
mation on very simple matters. On the whole it is an excel- 
lent chapter. To this volume Professor Dicey has added many 
valuable short notes, and in each case the translation is so well 
executed that one is never reminded that these works were 
written in another language. C. 



Primi Elementi di Economia Politica, Vol. I., Economia 
Sociale,- Del Dottor Luigi Cossa, Professore Nella R. Univer- 
sity di Pavia. Ninth edition. Pp. 226. Milan : Hoepli, 1891. 

This is a revised and enlarged edition of a little book, at 
first hardly more than a primer, on political economy, which 
has become very popular in Europe, having been translated 
into French, German, Russian, Polish, Spanish, and Portu- 
guese. Eight editions of the original have come and gone 
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